S. E. Herrn MA Canrong
Botschaft der Volksrepublik China

Märkisches Ufer 54, 
10179 Berlin

Fax: 030 2758 8221 

Your Excellency,
We call on China to allow the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, to visit Lhasa and all by Tibetans inhabited areas immediately in order to investigate the current situation. Especially we urge that she be allowed unfettered access and is she may be able to interview Tibetans without recriminations, and without those she interviews being punished after she left.
We are appalled to learn that China has rejected a request from Louise Arbour, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, to visit Tibet in order to investigate the current situation following the recent protests and the abominable situation in Tibet. Mrs. Arbour had sought to go to Tibet around mid-April to evaluate the situation after a series of protests by Buddhist monks and rioting in Lhasa on March 14. According to our information there are a vast number of arrests going into thousands and one to two hundred people already died.
We also request you to allow an international investigation into your government’s recent crackdown of peaceful protest by Tibetan monks and laypeople.
We beg you to heed the joint statement by United Nations Special Procedures mandate holders who voiced concern regarding the ongoing protests and reports of high numbers of arrests in the Tibet Autonomous Region and surrounding areas in China. They urge your government to observe restraint and non-violence, to grant greater and unfettered access to the regions concerned for journalists and independent observers, guarantees for the free flow of information, and full implementation of international standards in regard to the treatment of protestors and those detained, both in the Autonomous Region of Tibet and the Tibetan Autonomous Prefectures in the provinces Qinghai, Sichuan and Gansu.
The mandate holders of the United Nation urge your government to fully conform to its commitment to freedom of expression and assembly, and to distinguish between peaceful protestors and those committing acts of violence. They call for complete compliance with due process and fair trial rights according to international standards for those detained or charged with a crime, including provision of each person's name, the charges against them, and the name of the facility where they are detained or imprisoned, as well as ensuring access to legal defence. Your government is called upon to lift restrictions imposed on the media, including Internet websites that limit access throughout China to information concerning the Tibet Autonomous Region.
The UN experts are deeply concerned by reports of security forces firing on peaceful protestors and alleged killings. Amid concerns that independent observers and foreign media have been restricted from accessing regions in which protests have taken place, the United Nations experts call for full access for independent observers and journalists to such regions and complete transparency on the part of the authorities.
Your government has recently invited journalists and another group of foreign diplomats, to visit the Tibet Autonomous Region. Such visits are no substitute for granting access to those United Nations experts who have requested a visit to China. Your government is urged to respond to outstanding visit requests to enable mandate holders including the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and the Special Rapporteur on torture to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to them by the Human Rights Council.
The international standards laid down in the UN Declaration on Human Rights and other relevant covenants are binding on all nations China being no exception to this.
Yours faithfully,

